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Speaker 1: Welcome to the introvert sisters, the podcast by introverts for introverts

hosted by Sharon and Lisa to inf Jays with a lot to see. Hi, I'm Sharon and I'm Lisa

and together

Speaker 2: For the introverts, this

Speaker 3: Welcome to this off topic episode where we're going to be talking about

sensor ship censorship. Yes,

Speaker 2: Yes, yes, yes.

Speaker 3: It says you, you kick this off because you have had, I mean, we've talked

about this before on and off, but you have had a very recent experience at the time

of this recording. You know, you had an experience within the last week of, of the

censorship happening to you on LinkedIn. So talk us through it. Yes.
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So basically what happened, as, as you know, my, my, my LinkedIn

headline, one of my, call out points is that rest is resistance, right Somebody I feel

very strongly about. So I had written a post, about rest, you know, it was, it was, on

the Tuesday of this week, at the time of this recording, you know, it was on, it was on

Tuesday. I was already feeling like I had, I had worked by weeks and it was only the

second day, in, into the weekend. So I wrote a post about rest and it started, it

started getting traction again, similarly to, to posts that you have written, sometimes

you write something thinking, and you're like, okay, is it just me Or you think, oh, you

know, I'm just writing it because I want to write it exactly. But sometimes people are

like, oh my gosh, I feel exactly the same way.

Speaker 2: 

So that's what happened. It started doing really well. And I was like, oh,

this is a surprise. So I was, you know, responding and it was, it was getting traction.

And then later that night I foresee, I don't even remember why we have not gone to

LinkedIn, but it was a good thing that I did. and I realized that the post was gone.

Wow. You know, I kept getting an error message. I saw, I got notification seeing that

people had responded and whenever I clicked, it, you know, I got some kind of error

message saying, you know, content cannot be followed, please retry. And I did it a

few times and I was like, oh my gosh, like, what is going on here And it's already got

any of this sinking feeling in my, in my stomach. And so I then posted on LinkedIn

asking, you know, when a few of the people asking me, okay. It just me, before I rip

LinkedIn a new one to me,

Speaker 2: 
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Is it just me Just,Speaker 3: 

Just, yeah, just do, do some due diligence. And can you guys let me

know if you can see it because on my end, it's looking like it has disappeared. It's

been removed. again, because so many people had responded to it. I haven't really

went. And, because it was still showing in my notifications. I tagged people that I

knew had responded either liked to talk commented or whatever. And you know,

quite a few of them were like, yeah, it's gone. You know, like it's completely

disappeared. Let me

Speaker 2: 

Ask you a question. Did you get a message from LinkedIn saying it had

been removed or telling you why they had it

Speaker 3: 
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It was a summary uncommunicated removal. One minute. It was there

one and the next minute it was not there. There was no, there was no messaging

saying, Hey, XYZ. you know, this post is against our community guidelines or this

post has been reported because they can say they don't have to out the person that

reported it. Right No, they never really, really shoot. I'm not, I'm like if you're going to

report people's issues, you know, sit with your chest and let your name be out there,

but fine. but they don't need to reveal the identity of who has reported it, but just let

the, the, the content creator know, Hey, it was reported or, Hey, it was removed

because it goes against community guidelines or whatever it happens to be, but

there was no communication. It was just removed. And the only way I found out is

because I was trying to respond to somebody who had commented on it would not

let me respond

Speaker 2: 

Really well. Well, it's a lot of things that's really, that's, it, it's unusual for

them to handle it in that way, on the rare occasions when something has happened

and I had to push back, you know, I haven't got a message. but you know,

Speaker 3: 

Here's a question. Here's a question I have, I have for you is because

you have been, you've experienced censorship, before, has it been removal like this

Like what, what kind of

Speaker 2: 
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My censorship has been more I've had, there are two kinds of things that

happen. There's content removal and their shadow banning. Right. Okay. So on

LinkedIn, mostly what I've had is shadow banning. I think there was one situation

where I had something that they had removed or limited visibility, and I was able to

push back on Facebook. I had content. I remember

Speaker 3: 

I did you Yes. Not only was that was, that was that, that one time when

you became a hashtag,

Speaker 2: 

It was the time when I became a hashtag, it was an article called

loneliness of the soul black employee. There was nothing, there was nothing, there

was nothing, you know, harmful in it. There was nothing that contributed the terms of

service of any platform as there was not in yours by the way, but it was gone and not

only was it gone, but they took some of my other content, my other anti-racism

content with it. I went back through my profile and things that I knew had been

posted that people would react to. We're going, and you will notice that I am not

posting a lot on Facebook any more.

Speaker 3: 

Yeah. You're, you're, you're pretty much done with that. I see. I see that,Speaker 2: 
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You know, and, and, and that's one of the reasons why, so yes. You

know, but then the other thing that happens, and I think this happens on, on

Instagram and LinkedIn, I know Facebook to be fair. You know, I can't really, I can't

really tell with Twitter, to be honest, it's such a fire hose. You can't really tell what's

going on

Speaker 3: 

There. Right. Well, I can't even there's, first of all, there's too many, too

many platforms. I still, I still am entrepreneur. I still don't understand it. That's a topic

for another time.

Speaker 2: 

No, but what, what actually, you know, what happens is that you're, they

limit visibility on your posts and Instagram has done a very interesting and secret

thing recently where they have, they have, they've put a new setting where you can

opt to see everything opt, to not see so much opt to see very little. And they've

actually, they've put it on the middle setting automatically for everybody. So if you

want to be able to see people that you normally follow, you need to go back and

undo that. So that was a whole other thing they do is let you know certain things,

certain things that you, you know, I let's, let's come back to LinkedIn. You know, there

are certain, there are certain creators that are more prone to having their visibility

limited than others. They tend to be of our sort of hue. Right.

Speaker 3: 
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Okay. Don't you find that though, because I remember, I remember

actually it was around the time give or take a few weeks that you experienced your

issue with Facebook that I remember there was, there was a Shanti Martin, future

came, I used to Joseph, right They, they, I believe, Shanti Martin wrote, an article,

Speaker 2: 

I think in the newsSpeaker 3: 

About, about black, you know, black, basically not just creators of color,

black creators, let's say black every mean black, black, black, black. It is.

Speaker 2: 

But also anyone posting about anti-racism because there's one level

which is black creators, there's another level is you can be white and posting about

and find that your visibility is limited too. Yes,

Speaker 3: 
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Yes, yes, yes. and so like, there's, you know, obviously Shereen Daniels,

Butler. Right. I know. yes. Right. And I, I think that, you know, they, well, I know that

they've all experienced, you know, censorship to one degree or another, but, okay.

So, so for me now here's the thing. Now let me go back to the, the day of right. Or

when it actually happened. And I remember, I remember actually, when it happened

to you or, you know, we had an episode recently where, we will have an episode

where we talk about how, how basically how close you and I are and how bonded

business. Right. And so I remember when it happened to you, right. I don't think for

that maybe 24 hours. I mean, either of us got not much sleep. Right. And, you know,

because when you were sleeping, you know, I have insomnia anyways. So when

you, when you went to sleep, I was up at two in the morning, you know, and, and

making sure that like, oh, there are not going to do this to my sister. I

Speaker 2: 

Remember you sending me WhatsApp of where people had shared

things because you knew I wasn't going to get a notification.

Speaker 3: 

Yes. Right. And so, and so I felt that viscerally, but let me tell you, when

they say you don't know it till, you know, it girl, as much as I felt that it's really for you,

for you and with you

Speaker 2: 

When it happened to you, you were blue vacs. Right.Speaker 3: 
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Because, because I had not, I had been shot about and shot about and

badly many times. Right. Which will, which we'll get into and, you know, it pisses you

off and it's, it's disheartening what, or whatever, but what I would like to hear from

you cause you were, you and I both went to have to do, went into, you know, sort of

what would you call it Just, just try to managing, trying to manage the situation.

Okay. so we didn't write, talk about feelings, how you felt about it. And so therefore,

so this, and when I, when it happened to me, I felt like I'd been hit in the chest. Right.

And I felt, it was just this, this sinking, empty feeling I felt, I dunno, it was just such

an, such an injustice. I felt like my entire voice and being had been snatched away

from me.

Speaker 2: 

Right. And that's something that I owned had been taken away and which

we'll, we'll get into, you know, how to push back and, and some, you know, tips how

to deal with it. But I had not followed our Cardinal rule, creating the content first or

drafting it in a platform or in a that you, that you own. And so I had just written it. I

was so exhausted. Right. And so frustrated when I wrote this portable post about

wrath, I just wrote it right there in LinkedIn. And so I didn't have another copy. So that

then made me even angry and more frustrated because it wasn't like I could repose

it cause I had gone. Yeah. Right. Yeah. So how, what, how did you, cause I felt in my

entire being, I felt in my entire beat, how did you feel when you realize you had taken

your ish

Speaker 2: 
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I describe, I would describe it as feeling bruised, you know, but in your

soul. Right. I think that's the best way of describing it. You know I, I it's just by no.

Now bear in mind though. You know, I write about this stuff all the time on social

media. I know that we do not own the platform. I know we are the product. I know all

of that. That is why, as you just said, we can post things offline. We keep backups.

We, so we always have our stuff. Right. It's a rule that I follow fairly religiously. And

any time I do not, I get a reminder.

Speaker 3: 

And here's, here's the thing is that, I guess that, that was another thing

that threw me it's because we post about rest. Like, well, yes. I mean,

Speaker 2: 

This is the thing, I mean, I was, I, you know, I, the things that people

choose to complain about and ban and, and, and, and flag are not the things that

you think you're looking at. I have looked at yours very many times and I've thought

to myself, well, what is objectionable in that you are saying that people need to rest.

Okay. Is that controversial Yeah. I don't understand. You know, I was saying, you

know, if you're the only black person in an office, you feel alone and unsupported. I

mean,

Speaker 3: 

Right. Fats, you know, is this radicalSpeaker 2: 
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You know, we, you know, this is what I don't understand. And so there's,

there's this, there's this thing where people that you're not even talking to come in

under your, onto your profile, feel offended by something that triggers them because

maybe they feel they're to blame, but you didn't call out anybody. You did not call

anybody out. You just said, here's how I'm feeling.

Speaker 3: 

And, and, you know, here's the thing. Can I just see though, right. We

have to get getting onto social media, etiquette and, and, and, and behavior and so

on. Right. We have gotten to the point and by we, I mean, anyway, whatever, you

know who, I mean, right. to the point where like, Nope, nobody can see anything,

right. If your message is not a hundred percent palatable to me, I am going to report

it and try and get it banned and get you removed for the, get your de platformed. And

you also have the option. People, I do know who you are. Okay. You have the option

to slide on by you. Don't nobody has called you all by name. Nobody has called your

company out. You don't have to read to you specifically, right If you believe you don't

have to react, you don't have to, you know, I,

Speaker 2: 
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I, as a black woman, see things on social media online, I disagree with all

the time. Sometimes I see the headline and I choose to read no further. Sometimes I

read further. I feel annoyed. And I move on. I do not necessarily comment some,

something that I feel the need to share, and I will share it. I, you know, there are

people that I don't agree with who still have the right to their opinion. Yes. Okay. I

don't agree with, yes. I don't agree with, you know, with hate speech and racism and

so on. But if you are that person, honestly, unless you are tagging me and mine, if

you, unless you are physically, you know, I, you know, I can't, I cannot come from

every racist on the planet. I cannot, I know not have no mental or emotional capacity

to do so. I have to pick my battles that you will even notice, you know, and somebody

commented on this.

Speaker 3: 

The other day, people will come into my comments, spoiling for insight,

wanting to pick me up on the one thing. They think that I got wrong, rather than

looking at the substance of my argument of my post. You will lose. I do not respond

to those people. I ignore them. And if they listen, if they start to get into the racist

abuse, I will block them. I will block. I will report them and I will delete their

comments if they are not being abusive. But merely stating our country opinion, I will

leave their opinion and I will ignore them. It's not that I, I can handle the sense. Right.

And

Speaker 3: 
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I don't, that's it What you just said, there is so key. I can handle dissent,

you can handle this. And a lot of people cannot. And that is why they get into this

snowflake hurry and, and, and reporting people just because, you know, they said

instead of, and, or, but right. And all of a sudden, you know, they, they they're

offended.

Speaker 2: 

There are things that it's worth getting offended at. You know, if are

posting white supremacy, BS, if people are posting racist abuse, if people are being

homophobic, transphobic, if people are being, you know, discriminatory, overtly

discriminatory, right. Clearly they're Stephanie deleted. If they are disagreeing with

my viewpoint on something and they are disagree, it is respectful disagreement. In

other words, yeah, you said this, but I disagree. And here's my perspective. No

problem. No problem. If you are spoiling for a fight, but you actually have no

substance, I don't even need to engage with you.

Speaker 3: 

Yeah. I remember. I do remember, when, because I feel like if I could be

wrong, but I feel like if you got more, no, I think I'm correct. You got deeper into the

anti-racism content because, because, because of how to experience that deep

platforming, by, by, Facebook use, that's, that's how your anti racism newsletter. I

need a space. I need a space that I have a bit more control over. Not necessarily

control

Speaker 2: 
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Because you know, you know, I know nobody, nobody that I know of

owns there are moves to create sort of black own social networks and so on, but

they are they're fledgling, right. There are successes that exist, but they, you don't

necessarily get the kind of audience. So you have to right. You have to carve your

own spaces out and then share them in those public spaces, but know that you still

own your space. And I tell you, yes. Right. I compose all my newsletters offline.

Right. They are in my, a piece of software. I use all windows. They are backed up to

Dropbox. Right. I, every couple of weeks I go and I export my subscriber data. If I

ever need to restart this on another platform, I could do everything. It would be a

pain in the backside to do it, but I couldn't do it. Right. Yeah.

Speaker 3: 

I do. I do remember, I do remember a couple of times, early on, you

know, you would write things on a, on a LinkedIn and a couple of people came for

you, but you know, which, you know, we don't do. So I went for them and I have

noticed that a few people probably thought she would not even bullshit. I don't, we

just don't want Lisa.

Speaker 2: 
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There are no other people, there are a few other people there that do

that. Do that. Holly, Holly Johanne, Gary, you could always rely on her to have your

back. She's always, always, yes, she's done it. She's done it for me several times.

Yes, exactly. So, you know, there are people I realize, you know, I give myself

permission not to take these people on. There are people that will, there are people

that will come and take them out, right Yes. Yes. Because the speaking

Speaker 3: 

Your work. Yes, yes. Metaphorically speaking, you have, your work was

in creating the content, right So you can't that, that, that was your fight. That was

your fight. And so sometimes you need people to come and fight on your behalf,

which leads me back to, so when I was de platformed by LinkedIn, right. And

censored, I felt, I felt so distressed and, and frustrated and angry. Like I said, the

reason why I had a written thing in the first place, I suppose in the first is because I

was, I was feeling exhausted. Right. I was tired. And so this was, this was like

another layer on top of like adding to the exhaustion. But what was beautiful to see

was that, you know, from, you know, future to a shiny and, and, you know, I, I don't

remember everybody, you fill, fill moly. Right. And I'm still so many others, countless

others. I can't remember all of the names right now, but please know any of you that

are listening, that I thank you from the bottom of my heart, because people started

advocating on my behalf, right. Tagging, tagging, LinkedIn, tagging LinkedIn help.

Speaker 2: 

https://app.designrr.io/Haztkobrgu/www.app.designrr.io


Making Sense of Censorship | TISOT Ep. 11

Page 16

Making Sense of Censorship | TISOT Ep. 11

I see that you, that, that leads us into, you know, nicely into what can

people do. So you know that your network get your network to come for the network,

basically

Speaker 3: 

Can your network to code for the network,Speaker 2: 

Right. Get your audience to, to advocate on your behalf. I mean, this is

what I see people doing that all the time. There's some people that get that, get

bond, get, you know, deep platform that get posted and on fairly regularly. Right. And

they, you know, they get them reinstated after their network advocates on their

behalf. Right. And so this is where, you know, the time you spend building that

network, talking to people, sharing their continents and just having conversations,

you know, we, we, we are very lucky and that there's a whole group of us writing

about these issues on LinkedIn and elsewhere. And we, you know, we know each

other, now we have found each other. Right. So, you know, there are people, you

know, that you can call, you know, you, you know, you can get, you know, you can

easily find 50 people to go and say to LinkedIn help, you know, like, you know, w w w

what do you play at Right. Yeah. Easily. Yeah. Yeah.

Speaker 3: 
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you know, it's, it's interesting that you, you talk about, you know, yes, yes,

they are your network, but some of them, you know, even if you've only met them on

lane, like you really do build a bond, you build genuine bonds, it's a genuine

friendship and community. And, it's very, supportive, but you see, this is why, you

know, again, social media etiquette, right. Don't be asking people for stuff. Like, if

you have not deposited, right. Do not withdraw, please, please MFN, thank you.

Excuse my French. But it really annoys me. I had somebody who like, connected

with me. Right. And then I then said, insistently. Right. And I said, Hey, you know,

you know, Hey, I don't do dah, dah, dah, dah, dah. Yeah. But I think you can do that.

I don't know, listen, I said, I don't do blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah,

blah. You know, they've kept persisting. And I'm like, no, no, no, this is not how this is

going to work. Remove contact girl.

Speaker 2: 

You know, just like if you add somebody you can remove.Speaker 3: 

Yes. Yes. Well, anyway, Ooh. Anyway, first of all, first of all, let's start,

let's start at the beginning of the beginning really is to, you know, you, you make

connections, but me, the connections genuinely connect for connect. Don't connect

for connecting sake. Right. And interact with people's stuff. Right. Even if, even if all

you're doing is like, I want some, sometimes again, I'm an introvert. I don't have the

energy to be right in the hole for a comment sometimes, sometimes.

Speaker 2: 

Right. One of the things I do,Speaker 3: 
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I will go on like every comment on your posts, just for, for visibility. Yes.Speaker 2: 

Right. Do that. And if I know it's something I'm going to want to respond

to on LinkedIn, I save it. And then at a certain point every week, every couple of

weeks I will go back and I will write a reasoned response. Right.

Speaker 3: 

Yes. I held them as well when my brain is in thatSpeaker 2: 

State, because sometimes you just don't have the Headspace to respond

in the moment. Okay.

Speaker 3: 

But I will, but in the meat, in the interim, I would like the heck out of

everything. I will not like it. I will emoji it. I will do something so that you see, Hey,

Hey, Hey bro, Hey SIS. I see, I see what you've created. I see you're out here doing

this work. I support you. And, and, and I'm not asking you to do it because you really

are resonating there. Stuff is resonating with you. Right. Exactly. And not only is it

resonating, but as a content creator yourself, you know, what goes into

Speaker 2: 
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That effort, support, support the effort right next to work support. The

effort is, as we've said, you know, get your network to come forth and network. We

don't need to say much more about that because I'm going to go on to say that you

can fight back by the social media sites on procedures. They all have procedures.

They all have procedures for you to counter the removal of content. Some of them

are not as transparent as others. Some of them are not as straightforward as others,

but you, for example, on LinkedIn, you can message LinkedIn help you, can you tag

them in, you know, in another post you can, you know, you can share a screenshot

of what was removed, you know, you can do all that kind of thing. Right. And then

you can say, okay, please revisit that there is a procedure. It doesn't usually take that

long on LinkedIn. Right. Especially if more people are advocating for you as well.

Right. I, you know, there's, there is a procedure on Facebook slightly less, slightly

more opaque. Right, right, right. I have no idea what the procedure is on Instagram. I

could not tell you right. There is a, for example,

Speaker 3: 

You grab help. There's a, there's a procedure there's Instagram help. You

can message them. You can, you can add a screenshot. and I have had, I mean, I'm

currently in the midst of her shadow Bon right now, so irritated, but, I have had times

where, you know, I have reached out and actually, I don't know that I've actually

gotten a response, but then whatever the issue was has magically resolved itself.

So, but honestly speaking, you're likely not to get any resolution. I mean,

unfortunate. That's just how it is. Well, yes.

Speaker 2: 
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So Facebook and Instagram, Facebook owns Instagram. So you can

pretty much assume that those things are going to be very similarly opaque and

similarly difficult to get a route, to get resolved. You have much more luck getting

things resolved on LinkedIn, in my experience,

Speaker 3: 

I want, I want to, I want to go back to, because we were talking about

what can people do. And one of the first things, one of the things you mentioned is,

create your own. I think you meant to today create your own platform. So that's,

that's why, you have your anti-racism newsletter. I have my blog, for example. And, a

lot of the people that we, that we follow, they have their own, you know, they have

their, they have their podcasts, they have all kinds of other, platforms that they use to

get their messages out all still, however, and a future, a future. I know where it were

mentioning you, like, because I'm, thank you. Thank you for user, for all of your arts

theater, Cain, for all of your, support, through, through, well really through the past,

however long we've been connected year and a half or so.

Speaker 2: 
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Right. But most recently through this, this deep platforming issue, but

future reminded me. She is like, because she, she is, oh my gosh, she has been, this

has happened to her repeatedly for the past year and a half. Right. She was like,

okay, it's the first time that you got your content removed Because if so, kind of like, I

know it feels horrible, but consider yourself lucky, because this is all the everyday,

right. For her. And a lot of other people, she said, screenshot everything all the time.

It takes a lot of work. It is exhausting, but to almost have no choice, right. Because

like, if, you know, and I was like, wow, because I guess what would never have

occurred to me if I'm screenshotting, I would not have screenshotted the post about

rest. Cause it would never have occurred to me that that would be the one.

Speaker 2: 

And actually that is a good point because that is not something that I do. I

mean, I keep the original content. If I write an extended LinkedIn post, I have the

content, but I don't screenshot my post routinely. However, having said that, I

couldn't go back to the internet archive and find your posts. Probably, probably I

haven't tested this. Right. And you can screenshot it even if it's been removed.

Probably.

Speaker 3: 

Yes. And, and this also gets, you know, on, in terms of the, your, your

content itself, but also the bullying, bullying the harassment and so on. you know, I

do see, I see the problematic comments, right. And so I, when I see them, I

screenshot, I screenshot those. I screenshot those, you know,

Speaker 2: 
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Got a racist, yes. Screenshot a racist. Right. I screenshot, I screenshot

my, my, my posts, exactly.

Speaker 3: 

Screenshot or racist screenshot, a bully, right. Shot, a racist, a bully

screenshot

Speaker 2: 

Evidence. When you are using their procedures, you can say, well, okay,

here's a screenshot of what this person actually said. Yeah. And then there's another

one of my LinkedIn connections, John cousins. I think his name is

Speaker 3: 

What he does. Bless his hard. He's always being, he's always been

lovely

Speaker 2: 

Screenshots. So these people and he tags their companies and said, is

this, is this how you want to be represented He's doing stellar work. He's getting no

songs for it. But we see you, John.

Speaker 3: 

Yes, yes, yes. We see you and we support you and appreciate you.

Yeah. Yes,

Speaker 2: 

Yes. and yeah. You know, block report.Speaker 3: 
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Oh, so something, yes. Something else you have, you, you mentioned, or

I think, think we should do is post multiple times to reach different audiences. Can

you expand on that a little bit,

Speaker 2: 

Seen this with a couple of people. I've seen a couple of people doing this

recently as a technique, which is if they post something and they find that it has been

shadow banned it's, it's not getting the traction. Then they will post a slightly version,

different version of it later in the day. And see if that one gets traction. Now I actually,

I did this accidentally once in that I posted something, I posted something I posted

with a link and I accidentally re posted it without the link. And it was, it was

completely, you know, I posted them within five minutes of each other, the one

without the link got far more visibility, I have done an article on, you know, how black

creators can get more visibility on LinkedIn. And I think most of those rules still work.

So we can drop a link to that in the show notes. Right. That is

Speaker 3: 

Great. I see a lot of people, I see a lot of people doing that, where they'll

put, they'll screenshot their header image of their article and use the image as

opposed to, you know, write a little cap that and put the link in the comment.

Speaker 2: 

Yes. And as you know, some people like I'm like Phil Malaya, again, he

will continue talking about whatever it is in the comments. So, you know, I think you

have to, you have to use the platforms features, you know, what's the word I'm

looking for Inventively you have to use them

Speaker 3: 
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In benefit inventively, you know and yes, you know, it, it, I have to see

though, you know, this work can be exhausting. Right. And wow. The, the thing is, is

even like Tik TOK, which I've gotten onto recently. I don't know if you know, but even

on Tik TOK, right. Because people choose their on each wherever. So there are, you

know, anti-racism creators, talk about even, even not even just people who are

writing about racism, just black creators in general are being suppressed and

blocked. And the platform then deleted and having, I mean, it's on a whole nother

level. You'll have somebody let's say with a million followers, a tick. Yeah. No. Okay.

And give them like, remove most of their followers. They end it with like 10,000

followers or a thousand followers, you know So just re re literally reducing their reach

by reducing their number of followers. You know I've heard of, I've heard of a lot of

creators of color moving on to fan base. I have two. I have not, of course I got into

account, you know what I mean Right. I haven't done anything on it. I don't even

understand it yet. So I have to research it. but I have secured, my account if I ever

need it, you know, here's the thing

Speaker 2: 
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That at the back of all of these platforms is the fact that we do not own

them. Okay. They always nothing. And if they are free to use, we are the product. So

therefore, unless you have a premium account for which you are paying, which it

gives you some sort of rights, but only a few, then, you know, you, you have to

operate as though your content could be removed. Your audience could be removed

at any time. This has happened to people across all social media platforms at some

time, prominent people with millions of followers. And then the next day is that

account gone dead, shut down. I says, why Yeah, it makes sense to have your own

space, have your own, you know, because if you play, if you pay for your web

hosting, as long as you keep paying for that, you, you own it.

Speaker 3: 

Right. If you, if you have your email newsletter and you know that the

platform is getting money for that, then that is yours. Okay. Right. When it becomes a

commercial transaction, then you have a few more rights to say, this is not, this is not

to say that you can't still contribute in their terms of service and get removed.

Because obviously there are certain types of speech that you could post that will still

get you to move. But for people like us, the black creators, having your own platform

that you own and have spent money on is a far safer operation than having

something free where you are the product and where they can shut you down at any

time.

Speaker 3: 

Yes. Yeah.Speaker 2: 
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And that applies to social media, to video platforms, to text platforms.

However you want to, whichever platforms you're on. Right. So, you know, yeah. You

know, go and take talk, go on YouTube, go on, whatever, go on whatever. But

remember that if they are offering it for free, you are the product you don't own it. You

can be removed.

Speaker 3: 

Yeah. Yeah. And, and I think that, first of all, shout out to the algorithmic

justice league, right. Because, because part of the issue is that not only do we not

own it, but it's not, it's not coated by us or for us, it is not. So by, you know, the, the,

the anti anti-black bias is coded and embedded into the AI. Right. and we should, we

should drop a link to that. I think the name of the documentary is coated by us.

Speaker 2: 

Yes, it is. Yes. So weSpeaker 3: 

Will, right. So we will drop a link to that. I wroteSpeaker 2: 

About it as well. So I will, we can drop a linkSpeaker 3: 

Dead. We will drop a link to your article. We will drop a link to, the

algorithmic justice, justice league, you know, their, their site and, and, and so on. So

people know that, you know, we're trying, we're trying to change the level. No, I

mean, I'm not in the justice league trying to change it at the

Speaker 2: 
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Level of the algorithms, at the levelSpeaker 3: 

Of the algorithm,Speaker 2: 

Because that's the one, because, because that's, that's huge because,

you know, in addition to the whole, you know, we are the product thing. There's the

fact that it's, as you say, it's not set up, it's not set up to let our content be seen.

Right. There are, you know, you know, people who are white and racist can get their

content, have their content remain, why people who are black and anti-racists can

have their content suppressed.

Speaker 3: 
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Yep. Just to put it plainly interesting. What was interesting to me around

the time Do you remember I know you remember an article I wrote, you might be

erased a racist if okay. And so I, you know, did you know what I should, should have

done I, yes. A social media person and I created some cool graphics and so on and

posted them on Facebook as an album, as images. And normally Facebook albums

do fabulous. Right. But no, I don't know if people saw that thing. And I thought

Facebook you're really getting on my fricking nerves right. About now. Right. I'm

going to redo them and repost them, and, see, see what happens on it. You know, it

might be that I have to repost one by one. I have no idea, but I remember that, that in

remote. So, so, you know, the, the, the constant frustration from having your voice

suppressed, is just, it's, it's a lot to deal with. So, okay. Another point that you,

mentioned is that people should block report delete. And that is, that is, I assume if

you are, if you are being, you are on the receiving end of being bullied or

Speaker 2: 
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Yeah, yeah. Or, you know, aggressed or whatever, it happens to be

aggressed or microaggressed. Yes. Block report delete. Right. Every platform has a,

has a, has, space for that. So, you know, just do it. If people, if people are in a way

that is making you uncomfortable, right. Or it's making people in, you know, your

people who are reading your content uncomfortable, then you have that, right. In

terms of getting more visibility, I also talk about tagging and messaging. Now, please

do not overuse this. Tell me, right. Do not tag people every time you post and the

people who are doing that, you know who you are, please stop it. Okay. Be selective.

Speaker 3: 

There are a few that don'tSpeaker 2: 

Busy. We are overwhelmed. We need you to be selective. If you know,

it's an issue that I, that I have been writing about or talking about, please do tag me. I

will be interested. Very rarely. If you have posted something and you know, I'm going

to be interested, you and I haven't seen it, you can message me rarely. Okay. Do not

send me everything you post. I will get annoyed. I'm an introvert. Okay. Right. To

whom it may concern to whom it may concern be selective. Right. If I am sending

something, you know, I will say, Hey, did you see this You know, I do it with you

sometimes. Occasionally I realized that there's something I've commented on. You.

Haven't seen, I say, Hey, did you see this But you know, if I do that once a month, I

do it a lot. Okay.

Speaker 3: 
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Yeah. No, no, not even, this is what we need because yes, because,

because we're such fans of each other, because, you know, even up to last night, I

was doing like a social media, you know, come through. And, you know, I know that

not only have I not been getting, notifications and in general, like people will tag me.

That was another thing. Like, people tag me, I don't get the notifications. I'm part of

the shadow, but I know, I know that you post stuff and I don't see it. Right. And so

every now and then, like every couple of months I go through and I start at the top, I

go, go into activity to pull right down though, because, because I, you know, but I

want to support your stuff. Like, so, but you know, you, and I know like if, if Shawn

hasn't liked your stuff or responded is because she hasn't seen it, that's all that's

going on. And she hasn't seen it because either because she's embroiled, he's busy

with something else or more likely the algorithm is his algorithm.

Speaker 2: 

And so this is another thing that you do, you, you know, go to go and

check out the profiles of the people that, you know, publish content, you know,

actively now, again, this takes more work, admittedly, but this is how we support

each other. This is how we continue to, to grow this community of anti-racism

activists and educators. Right. We go and we support it.

Speaker 3: 
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Yeah. Every now and then I will go on to, let's say, like, like I see most of

Shareen's stuff, but every now, and I'm like, okay. I feel like if I haven't seen her stuff

in a while, and I know that she, I mean, she is on it all day everyday. So if I, if I, yeah,

yeah. But so I'll go and I'll go and take a look or, you know, Madison I'd have for

Madison every now and then she'll get a band, you know So I don't know if, you

know, like the silence is because she hasn't posted or because he's been to the

platform again. So like, I'll go and I'll take a look, you know, I, you should, I, you

should Joseph's same thing. Right. and on certain other people I'll go in and take a

look and make sure because, you know, future, I want, I want to support, you know, I

want to support, so I'll go in and make sure that I have caught authors and content

and, and interacted with it. And, you know, because you learn so much, you know,

it's really not, you're a beautiful community. You learn so much.

Speaker 2: 

Right. Really, it is really wonderful. I mean, I feel so blessed to have

connected with all of these wonderful people, you know, to have that community

there. I, you know, I really, I really, I really value them all. And so, and they're all

doing their different things, you know, there's there, there's the, the, the anti-racism

activists and educators, there's the people who are surfacing the hidden history.

There's the people who are talking about intersectional feminism, you know, there's a

whole bunch of people. Right. And so,

Speaker 3: 

Oh my gosh. Like, do you follow, Shannon WongSpeaker 2: 

https://app.designrr.io/Haztkobrgu/www.app.designrr.io


Making Sense of Censorship | TISOT Ep. 11

Page 32

Making Sense of Censorship | TISOT Ep. 11

I was thinking of Emily Weltman actually. And then there's Lily, Lily, Jang.

I don't know if that's how you pronounce that. I love her. Yes. Yes. There are so many

people. Yeah. And so, you know, if you, if you, if you can't create your own platform

or you, but, but, you know, even if you do, you want to be active on social media as

well, then, you know, you have to put in a little extra work in order to, to make sure

that you're supporting their community and then building up that network and, and,

you know, being part of the mix. Right. Yeah. Being part of the mix. All right. So, so

any last words on this, if you, before we wrap up, what would you like to leave

people with

Speaker 3: 

I would like to leave people with, you know, keep, keep on, keep on,

keeping on. Right. first of all, if you are de platformed in any way, yes. It's going to

feel horrible, right feel your feelings, process your feelings. maybe take a break if you

feel you need it. but don't let it be a permanent break, right The work, the work needs

to be done. And actually remember that if you weren't doing the work and if your

work was not resonating, and if it was not getting to people, if your work was not

doing what it was supposed to do, it would not be trying to replatform you. That

means it actually means that you're succeeding, right. That you're in your purpose,

purpose, and you're succeeding at your purpose purpose. So keep going, don't give

up, leverage your network, practice self care, but the fight continues.

Speaker 2: 
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And I think we should just, we should just end there. The fight continues,

right Keep going. What kind of forever, what kind of forever

Speaker 3: 

You've been listening to the introvert sisters loved what you heard. You

can catch all our episodes on apple podcasts, Spotify, SoundCloud, and all other

major platforms, subscribe, rate, and write a review. Find us

online@theintrovertsisters.com and follow us on Instagram and Facebook at the

introvert sisters. See you next time. Peace.

Speaker 1: 
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